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resentment of the Ukraine forced Germany to
keep troops in the East of Europe which might
have struck the decisive blow in the West.
Such is the Nemesis of greed.
But still Germany could realise immediately
over 2,000,000 new fighting men for the grand
sortie now planned on the Western Front, and
Ludendorff has told us how quickly and strenu-
ously he trained the troops for this gigantic
effort.   The blow came on March 21st, against
the Third and Fourth British Armies between
the Scarpe and the Oise.   Forty German divi-
sions attacked, and on the second day, the 22nd,
there was a break-through west of St. Quentin.
On the following days the British line had to
withdraw nearly fifteen miles, back to the line
of the Somme, losing prisoners all the way, but
inflicting very heavy losses on the attacking
divisions.   The British line was broken, but not
the British Army.   During the following days
the German divisions steadily poured through
the gap, crossing the Somme, capturing Albert
and Mezieres, some 90,000 British prisoners, and
over 1,300 guns.
The peril opened by this event both to France
and the British Empire lasted for four months,
and during that period there was scarcely a day
on which the strain was relaxed. Colossal issues
were at stake, and among the chief was whether
the British Empire would survive. Mr. Lloyd
George rose to the height of the crisis at once,
and kept on the summit until the close. Day
by day he never relaxed his energy or his cour-
age. He did not abate, in those dark days, one